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Introduction 
• The pandemic did not effect everyone evenly. Some people do not have

access to free medical care. Others are quarantined in cramped
apartments or refugee camps, while others are quarantined in
comfortable homes. During and after the outbreak, the EU recognised
and rectified substantial resource disparities in terms of economic and
social resources.

• The European Commission approved the disbursement of €420 million 
to Malta under the temporary Support to mitigate Unemployment 
Risks in an Emergency instrument.

• The SURE instrument acts as a second line of defence, supporting short-
time work schemes and similar measures, to help Member States
protect jobs and thus employees and self-employed against the risk of
unemployment and loss of income.



Employment-related measures
Wage Supplements;

• As from 9th March 2020, the Government financed those
engaged in the hardest hit sectors, €800 per month per full-time
employee to businesses or self-employed that have been hardest
hit by the COVID-19 outbreak (€500/month in the case of part-
timers).

Quarantine Leve Supplement;

• €350 grant is being awarded to employers for each
employee required to be on mandatory quarantine leave.



Employment-related measures
Unemployment Benefit; le

• Workers who lost their job with effect from 9 March 2020 were entitled
to a new temporary benefit of €800 per month.

Benefit to persons with disabilities;

• Persons with disabilities who had to stay at home due to health
concerns that arose as a consequence of COVID-19 and could not
telework were entitled to a benefit of €800 per month for a specified
period.

Parent benefit;

• A benefit of €800 per month to one of the parents (including single
parents) who took additional unpaid leave to take care of children
whilst schools remain closed, when both parents work in the private
sector.



Employment-related measures
Medical benefit;

• A benefit of €800 per month to persons employed in the private sector, who had been ordered by
the Superintendent of Public Health not to leave their home, were not able to work from home
and were not being paid by their employer during their absence from work.

Teleworking grant;

• Employers who invested in a teleworking set-up benefitted from a cash grant of up to €4000,
capped at €500 per teleworking agreement, awarded against 45% of the eligible cost.

Rent subsidies;

• Rent subsidies or increased rent subsidies to employees who lose their job and have rent to pay.

• Rent Subsidy Regulations, provide for subsidy assistance to eligible undertakings requiring support
to rent industrial space for developing a business activity. The aid shall not exceed €25,000 per
annum and shall cover up to 50% of the cost of the rental. More detailed Guidelines still need to
be published.



Employment-related measures
Other measures aimed at Third Country Nationals;

• Enterprises which terminate the employment of an employee will
be denied the possibility to offer such employment to a Third
Country National.

• Work permit applications in relation to new Third Country
Nationals are currently not being accepted.

• Assistance will be provided to Third Country Nationals to find
alternative employment in case of job termination.

• Jobsplus will be helping to find alternative employment to those
who lose their jobs and to employers seeking recruits.



VO’s Emergency Fund
Voluntary Organisations Emergency Fund;

• An emergency fund for voluntary organisation has been launched
to provide assistance to assist registered and compliant Voluntary
Organisations by providing financial support in case they are
facing difficulties. The Fund is aimed at VOs whose operations
are related to, and essential for, the COVID-19 pandemic. The
Fund’s budget currently amounts to €125,000 and every
voluntary organization may be given a sum of up to €5,000.



Economic stimulus measures
• Through the Malta Development Bank, the Government has

guaranteed loans granted by commercial banks in Malta to meet
new working capital requirements of businesses which faced
cashflow disruptions due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Scheme
has been approved by the European Commission under the
Temporary Framework for State aid measures to support the
economy. The Scheme enables commercial banks, accredited by
the MDB, to leverage the €350 million guarantee fund into €777.8
million in new working capital loans.



Aiding foreign countries 
• Malta also tried to help and assist other countries even out of the 

European Union by donating oxygen concentrators.

• Malta also created an overseas development assistance 
programme to continue assisting other countries even by 
donating vaccine jabs. 

• The EU has activated a civil protection mechanism asking 
member states to donate to the relief effort.



Conclusion
• The COVID-19 pandemic has been costing the Maltese

government €5million a day in increased outlay and lost revenue.
Data shows that the national deficit last year shot up to €1,300.2
million, equivalent to 10.1% of GDP as the economy got heavily
impacted by the pandemic.

• The EU financial aid to the member states gave countries,
especially small countries like Malta hope in these troubling
times. It helped saving many jobs and even initiated the
revolution and modernising of many industries.


